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A Lesson in Robotics Helps Teach Tolerance

First State Robotics hosts Day-Long Robotics Competition for Teens from Northern Ireland


WILMINGTON, DE, July 12, 2006 – Eighteen high school students from Northern Ireland will join their American host teens to learn about robotics culminating in an exciting robotics competition at the DuPont Experimental Station in Wilmington on Thursday.  The competition is co-sponsored by DuPont, First State Robotics and Ulster Project Delaware, and will take place from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at DuPont’s Experimental Station, Building 444.


Eighteen students from Northern Ireland and eighteen students from Delaware, will work in nine teams to design and build robots using the Vex Robotics Design system.  They will be coached by volunteers eager to share their enthusiasm for robotics and technology education.  Starting at 1:30 p.m., teams will get to see how their robots perform in fast-paced matches.  The competition emphasizes cooperation and the value of strategic alliances, helping the students learn the power of positive teamwork.


Ulster Project Delaware brings teens from Northern Ireland to Delaware each July in order to foster tolerance, understanding and friendship between Protestant and Catholic future leaders.  The students are hosted by American families and, together with their host teens, participate in a wide range of activities including workshops, service projects, and sightseeing.  While Ulster Project Delaware has a 26-year history, the VEX robotics competition is a new addition to the calendar this year.

FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology), is a non-profit organization founded fourteen years ago with the mission to design accessible, innovative programs to build self-confidence, knowledge and life skills while motivating young people to pursue opportunities in science, technology and engineering.  First State Robotics is a 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit organization whose goal is to inspire technology awareness to local Delaware students from pre-school through high school.  They sponsor the local high school MOE (Miracle of Engineering) robotics team, one of close to 1,000 teams participating in national and international robotics competitions. DuPont has been a major sponsor of First State Robotics for eight years.  

"FIRST Robotics has personally demonstrated to me that with proper planning, creative thought, and an insight to teenagers' minds, an educational program can be constructed that is a winner with students, educators, and engineers alike," said John Larock, MOE team leader.  "FIRST Robotics is infectious.  The combination of team work, hard work, competition, out of the box thinking, connecting students with adult mentors from a variety of professional fields, and the building of relationships and experiences are all invaluable components of being a FIRST Robotics Team.  We are delighted to be able to share the experience with teens visiting from Northern Ireland." 


DuPont is a science company.  Founded in 1802, DuPont puts science to work by creating sustainable solutions essential to a better, safer, healthier life for people everywhere.  Operating in more than 70 countries, DuPont offers a wide range of innovative products and services for markets including agriculture, nutrition, electronics, communications, safety and protection, home and construction, transportation and apparel.
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MEDIA NOTES: 

· For best visuals, it is recommended that media attend the competition between 1:30 and 4:00 p.m. for the qualifying matches and finals.  For security reasons, we ask that interested members of the media RSVP by noon Thursday to John Larock at (302) 892-7263.

· Participating students, Northern Irish and American, will be available for individual interviews throughout the day.

· Advance photos of First State Robotics and Ulster Project Delaware events available by contacting John Larock, Event Coordinator at (302) 892-7263 or John.A.Larock@usa.dupont.com.
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