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“Who needs a job?!?”


Those are the first words you’ll hear when walking into the 1218 robotics workshop. None other than Rob Ervin speaks the phrase every day. After co-founding FIRST team 1218 eleven years ago, he’s a staple in the lives of every student, teacher, adult, and child that enters the lab. 


As well as co-founding Vulcan Robotics, Rob has also co-founded an Engineering Department at SCH Academy a year ago. He teaches engineering electives, several independent studies, and required engineering classes for all 9th and 10th graders. When he’s not teaching a class, you can be sure to find him back in the workshop diving into a new project. Rob’s presence is the first to be noticed when walking into the workshop; he has a bright smile on his face that never seems to dissipate. Whether a student is a rookie to the team or a returning member, Rob’s goal is to make the lab a home for anyone. To anyone new to the lab, he’ll greet them with a warming “hello!”, introduce himself along with a strong handshake, and ask them his age old question: want to see something cool? 


Cool doesn’t begin to explain your first tour of the workshop from Rob. Every machine, tool, and project is explained with more detail and enthusiasm than one can imagine. His passion for the SCH Engineering Curriculum and Vulcan Robotics is overwhelming. You can see the eager shoot out of his eyes with light as he gives a tour to visitors. He’ll crack in a few jokes here and there and before you know it, all you want to do is stay in the lab and explore everything it has to offer under Rob’s guidance. Rob likes to call it the black hole effect of robotics, but everyone besides him understands that it’s not just the robotics aspect that keeps people coming back: it’s Rob himself.


When I was a freshman, I didn’t have any engineering experience. I clearly remember my first tour around the lab and how afterwards, he put me right to work. As a junior, I still see him do the same thing with every new student, regardless of his or her experience. Rob’s method of teaching is hands on; he’ll be the one to give you a gearbox and say, take it apart! He’s always asking questions and making the students find the answers. If you ask him, “will it work?” I guarantee your answer will be, “I don’t know, will it?”. He’s a believer in trial-and-error; we find our successes in our failures. He makes just as many mistakes as the rest of us, “slow but friendly” as he likes to call it. However, when we figure out our mistakes and fix them, Rob’s the first one there to congratulate us…and then hand us another job. But that’s the thing with Rob: he makes you feel appreciated, successful, and at home. 

Rob goes beyond acting as a teacher and mentor; he becomes a fatherly figure to many students. He’ll always be the one asking how your day was, how your classes are going, if there are any problems he can help you with, tell a few lame jokes to cheer you up, or give you a massive bear hug. He’s a model to teachers throughout SCH Academy, a friend to sponsors, parents, and team alumni, and a staple in our community as he selflessly gives and gives each day. But the one thing that truly sets Rob apart: he believes in and cares personally about every individual. And that’s made all the difference.    
