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As the mentor of Staten Island Technical High School’s team 375 for the past 8 seasons, Mike Siegel has served as a constant source of inspiration. With his emphasis on teamwork, ingenuity of design, and gracious professionalism, Mr. Siegel instills in us a sense of pride and confidence in our engineering efforts. However, most significantly, Mr. Siegel has taught us that a competitive spirit is meaningless without a true understanding of sportsmanship. 

Inside both the shop and the classroom, Mr. Siegel leads by example. As a teacher, Mr. Siegel draws on his many years of experience in mechanical and aerospace engineering to encourage the understanding and application of these concepts. Mr. Siegel relies on demonstration rather than explanation, encouraging his students to think independently and creatively. From making sure that all of us can safely and confidently use power tools to guiding us in our volunteering and sponsorship efforts, Mr. Siegel’s demonstrated commitment to robotics and engineering continues to encourage and inspire our own efforts.

Mr. Siegel’s dedication to our team – and to robotics-related education in New York – has already had a startling impact on our school. As a direct result of Mr. Siegel’s efforts, our school now offers classes in basic robotics. Hoping to further the goal of combining our students’ extracurricular work with their academic pursuits, Mr. Siegel has also worked to open lines of communication with the New York State Department of Education regarding additional robotics courses in our school. If these discussions are successful, his efforts would allow all high school members of FIRST robotics teams in New York state to receive course credit for their robotics activities.

Outside the classroom, Mr. Siegel encourages our continued involvement with FIRST and FLL with his own extensive involvement in these organizations. As a member of the FLL Steering Committee and one of four head referees in the NY area, Mr. Siegel officiated at 6 competitions last year alone. He has also served as the event coordinator for the Staten Island borough-wide FLL tournaments and proudly mentors both FLL and FRC teams. Mr. Siegel’s involvement has done much to inspire our own – we are currently mentoring 28 of the 32 Staten Island FLL teams.

Mr. Siegel demonstrates his dedication to the team in a variety of ways, especially in the long hours spent brainstorming and supervising in both the off-season and build season.  The organization and skill that Mr. Siegel brings to our team has allowed us to work more efficiently over the years; but those assets pale in comparison to his active encouragement of true sportsmanship and leadership. During the 2004 competition season, for example, Mr. Siegel suffered an accident in the shop while building our practice field. However, even 3 fractured ribs were not enough to pull Mike Siegel from his role as dedicated mentor. Instead, he established a video link from a laptop to the robotics lab in order to continue his work with us. While recuperating, Mr. Siegel also continued his mentor work with Tottenville High School’s Robotics team, inviting them to bring their robot to his home and helping them to get their robot into competition condition.

Mr. Siegel has taught us so much about hard work, creativity in engineering, and gracious professionalism, and Team 375 would not be the same without him. His efforts have made us the award-winning team that we are, while his kindness and dedication have inspired us to fully embrace sportsmanship in competition. It is for these reasons and countless others that we believe Mr. Siegel deserves the honor of being named Michael Wade Duel Master Volunteer 2008.  
