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Mrs. Lauralynne Cokeley isn’t just a parent on a team, or just the wife of a FIRST coach, she is also an excellent mentor on both Team 1089 and Team 25. She is the “Mother of the Mercurites,” founding Team Mercury and continuing to teach and support new members. Three of her children graduated from the team, but Cokeley still mentors, knowing the value it has on FIRST students. She is a role model and an inspiration, demonstrating strong leadership and communication skills, by keeping the students of both teams excited about FIRST and contributing to their successes.
Cokeley inspires members by successfully implementing a steady and strong foundation for the team. This foundation consists of good organization, teamwork, and positive support of everyone’s views. Her gracious professionalism shines not only in the way she interacts with our team at the high school, but also with others at competitions. She stands and applauds not only our alliance, but also our opponents before and after every match. Thanks to Cokeley's tireless dedication to both teams, they are more active in both FIRST and their communities.
She enabled us to achieve our goals in engineering, exciting the team about creating a robot. To encourage the pursuit of engineering on both teams, she helps organize workshops about many mechanical, electrical, and digital concepts. She has inspired many members to enroll as engineering students in college, and is committed to making FIRST a successful program at Hightstown High School. Her own children are studying computer science, engineering, and graphic media because of their experiences in FIRST. Cokeley’s enthusiasm for engineering has shown the FIRST community what both Team 1089 and Team 25 are capable of.
 Her effective communication skills help Team Mercury be successful when working in a group environment. She offers students guidance, and mediates group problems in cohesive, clear ways. Her responses are supportive, but require members to find their own solutions. However, she always welcomes them back for further support. Cokeley also communicates with the mentors; she is organized (always providing documentation, outlines, and agendas) and encourages everyone to plan and teach. This strengthens our good foundation and allows everyone to grow and learn in a positive environment.

Parents, administrators, and sponsors also respect Cokeley for her outstanding knowledge and excellent communication. She wrote a Parent Handbook for our team, and addresses many parents’ concerns via email and phone. She contacts the school administration and corporate sponsors to update them about our team, writes sponsorship requests, and develops “booster” forms for program and website ads. She even involves the community in FIRST, volunteering at our outreach events and providing team brochures, buttons, and information to the crowds. Her love for FIRST and her two teams’ successes is clearly defined by her efforts.
Cokeley is a high-spirited woman who constantly helps our team accomplish our goals. As a leader she keeps the team organized and motivated, being both supportive and guiding. She plans events, provides resources to students, parents, and mentors, and guides members to reach their potential. Cokeley stresses the importance of Gracious Professionalism to new members, and shows it through her actions at competition and in school. She makes the team a great place for everyone, and much more successful. As 1089 coach Chris Gregory stated, "behind every team there is someone who helps pull strings and manage from behind the scenes; this manager happens to do it for two teams, and neither would be the same without her support."  Cokeley’s devotion to FIRST and engineering has inspired many scholars, including her own children, to embrace the values of FIRST.
