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If anyone is deserving of the “Michael Wade Duel Master Volunteer Award”, that person is Wayne Penn. Wayne is an extraordinary person and volunteers so much of his time helping FIRST. You can find Wayne attending at least a handful of regionals and off season events every year. As well as being a volunteer at these regionals, he was, and still is a member of his team by mentoring them. No one or no thing can keep Wayne from being a part and helping what he loves; if something stands in his way, he will figure out how to get around it just for FIRST.

Wayne always has a solution to anything that comes across his path. Being an emcee, he has to constantly be thinking on his feet. There is never a dull moment when Wayne Penn is around and there is no doubt that he can communicate with anyone and everyone in FIRST. His bubbly and beyond gracious attitude and personality can easily be seen at event. He can surely get a crowd going because he has the attitude, the personality, and the heart to do so. And if someone has those characteristics, it makes that person an extraordinary person in the FIRST community. 

Besides being a great emcee, he is a very useful person in the pits, and it does not take a new comer to FIRST to see that. I have found out from personal experience, that Wayne will do anything he can to help someone out at a competition. Whether it be another volunteer, or a student needing an answer, it is not rare to see Wayne giving a hand. I know everyone has heard of the Energizer Bunny; well Wayne is the Energizer Bunny in FIRST because he never stops showing his gracious professional to everyone. Wayne just loves FIRST and it is clear it is his passion. How many people do you know will travel many miles to attend any FIRST event? I am sure that list is not that long, but Wayne Penn is definitely on that list. Whatever Wayne can do for the FIRST community, he will surely do and do with great pleasure.

He is not only a great volunteer, but he is a great role model. From another bit of personal experience, the first time I saw Wayne emcee, he inspired me to want to be an emcee. I look to him and what he has done so I can try and achieve my goal of being like him some day. It may not be an engineering related inspiration, but not everyone can inspire a high school student to want to be an emcee.

Because of what Wayne does, he reminds me of Michael Wade; donating so much time to FIRST and doing it out of the goodness of his heart. Michael Wade spent much time, as we all know, delivering FIRST fields and doing so much more. In a way, Wayne is delivering FIRST fields by making a FIRST field a great place to play, make new friends, have fun, and of course, dance like crazy! Everything about Wayne Penn and what he does makes him an amazing person in FIRST.

