Ron Karpinsky

Baltimore Area Alliance

Name of person being nominated: Ron Karpinski   

Nominee Team: Baltimore Area Alliance    (Formerly with 225, now mentoring 1893, among others)

Name of person submitting nomination: Mike Dennis, Team 1719

Describe why the person being nominated should be recognized through this award (600 words or less):

The Baltimore Area Alliance is honored to nominate Ron Karpinski for the 2007 Mike Wade Duel Master Volunteer award. Known throughout the mid-Atlantic region for his tireless efforts at mentoring and promoting FIRST objectives, Ron is an exemplar of our organization’s ideals of technical inspiration, communication skills and gracious professionalism.

Like many of us, Ron’s introduction to FIRST was almost accidental. Asked to provide some technical advice to a fledgling Team 225, he quickly became the team’s chief technical mentor and helped that team grow into a successful and competitive program. Ron’s technical skills developed as an engineer and plant manager were critical to that success, but perhaps more important to the mission of FIRST was his laid-back style of working with students. Ron’s approach has always been to help students build the necessary technical know-how and then gently guide them through the thought processes needed to make successful engineering decisions. Since the demise of Team 225, Ron has served as a mentor-at-large for Baltimore area teams, particularly at Baltimore Polytechnic and Western High School.

In addition to building a successful program at York High School, Ron worked with Mike Wade and others to promote FIRST to the public through a variety of off-season events and demonstrations, including the York Frenzy, robotics events held at the Maryland State Fair, and most recently the inaugural Battle O’ Baltimore. Last year he undertook training to become a certified FIRST Technical Advisor and then ran the field operations at the 2007 Chesapeake Regional. With the passing of Mike Wade, Ron has stepped up to make sure the Goddard playing field would continue to be available to the various off-season events that rely upon it.

Ron’s sense of gracious professionalism is perhaps best illustrated by his response to a request for help from a rookie team prior to last year’s Duel. Team 1980 wanted to participate but of course they lacked a robot of their own to compete with. Since his own team was unable to compete, Ron volunteered the use of the Team 225 robot, drove to York to pick up the robot and transported it to the Duel, and then worked with the team members to quickly develop the driving and operating skills they would need. Fortuitously, that team was selected to join what turned out to be the winning alliance. The excitement and energy generated by their experience helped jump-start a successful season for that team.

As participants in a volunteer-driven organization, we all appreciate the critical role played by volunteers in making this work. We all know successful technical mentors who have inspired students to achieve at a high level, and we can all point to volunteers who have served the purposes of the organization in other equally important ways. Ron has the complete package. Like the namesake of this award, Ron has inspired students by sharing his considerable technical know-how and has inspired all of us by his selfless efforts at supporting FIRST and by the generosity of spirit he brings to all of his endeavors.
